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In 2022, the media reported an unusual incident in one of the in vitro
fertilization units. The sharp increase in reports following this event—
such as the dropping of a vial containing eqgs, the dropping of an
embryo, the loss of eggs or embryos, the transfer of unfertilized
eqgs, and the accidental disposal of a dish in the trash—

raises a serious concern that similar incidents may
have occurred in this field previously but were

not reported to the Ministry of Health.
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Main Recommendations

The Ministry of Health must promptly finalize the establishment of
procedures for operating IVF units, strengthen oversight and control
mechanisms in this field, and ensure that units address deficiencies
identified during its inspections.

The Ministry of Health is required to ensure that it receives all reports of
exceptional events occurring in this domain.

The Ministry of Health must also ensure that the scope of treatment in each
unit corresponds to its workforce and infrastructure, providing adequate
support for the quality and safety of care in this sensitive area.

Further to the audit

The Ministry of Health has established updated procedures and quidelines —
on several key issues and indicated its intention to conduct follow-up audits
in the units according to them. Additionally, the ministry noted that it would
approach the units to request documentation of unusual events that have
occurred in recent years. November 2024
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Regulatory and oversight aspects
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Israel stands out in its policy regarding in-vitro fertilization (IVF) treatments, both in
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